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The California Department of Motor Vehicles is a public service agency committed to
ensuring the safety of all motorists who use California’s roadways. Driving a motor vehicle
is a serious responsibility, and we must work together to make our heavily traveled roads
and highways as safe as possible.

Although we realize that traffic collisions happen, they represent to all of us the potential
for personal injury, the loss of a friend, loved one or family member, and the loss of millions
of dollars yearly as the result of property damage which might have been avoided.

The information in this booklet is not about ‘fault’; you can be injured in an accident whether
it is your fault or not. Rather, the information is intended to help you avoid collisions in the
future. | urge you to take the time to review the information in this booklet . . . it may help
save a life, even your own.

GEORGE VALVERDE, Director
California Department of Motor Vehicles



KNOW YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES

Proof of Financial Responsibility:

California’s Compulsory Financial Responsibility Law requires that if you own or drive a
motor vehicle, you must maintain in force an acceptable form of liability insurance. If
you are involved in a reportable collision and do not have insurance your driving privilege
will be suspended. Written evidence of insurance must be carried at all times.

Reporting a Collision to DMV:

The driver or owner of a motor vehicle involved in a traffic collision must report the collision
to the Department of Motor Vehicles, regardless of fault, and provide evidence of financial
responsibility if:

* there was more than $750 in damage to the property of any person.
* anyone was injured (no matter how minor) or killed.

Off-highway collisions are also required to be reported unless damage occurs only to the
property of the driver or owner of the motor vehicle and no bodily injury or death of a
person occurs.

The report must be filed within ten days of the date of the collision. This report is in addition
to any other report to the police, California Highway Patrol (CHP), or an insurance company.

Requirement to Stop at the Scene of a Traffic Collision:

You must stop if you are involved in a collision. Someone could be injured and need your
help. If you don’t stop, you may be charged for “hit and run”. If anyone is hurt, call the
police or CHP.

Show your driver license, registration card, evidence of insurance, and current address to
the other driver or persons involved, or to any peace officer. You must be able to provide
the name, address and policy number of your insurance company to avoid a citation and
fine.



Seatbelts and Child Restraints:

The use of your seat belt is required by law and can reduce injuries and deaths. A seat belt
or safety seat is required for each minor child. As a driver, parent, or legal guardian, you
are responsible for all your passengers.

Driving Under the Influence:

Itis illegal to drive a motor vehicle in the State of California with a blood alcohol level that
is 0.08% or more. It is illegal for drivers under the age of 21 years to drive with a blood
alcohol level of 0.01% or more. A blood alcohol level below legal limits does not mean that
itis safe to drive. You must not drive after you have taken any drink or drug which changes
how you drive, makes you less careful, or slows down your reaction to hazards.

School Bus Safety:

If you come upon a school bus which is stopped and flashing yellow lights, you must
prepare to stop because the children are preparing to leave the bus.

When you come upon a school bus with flashing red lights stopped on your side of the
road, you must stop, whether or not the bus is also displaying a stop sign. You must also
stop if the school bus is on the other side of an undivided road, unless it is a multi-lane
highway (two or more lanes of travel in each direction). Schoolchildren will be crossing the
road to or from the school bus. Remain stopped as long as the red lights are flashing.






